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WORSTER-GERT HOUSE NEE
ES-LinNC
Lgcation: 711 South ist Sireet, Lincoln L

Lancaster, Co., Nebraska
{Sguth Bottoms Historic Digtrict)

Present Qwner: City of Linmcoln
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Present Occupant: Vacant
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Vagant

Significance: The Worster—-Gert house is clasely
associated with the predominant Volga-
German culture aof the South Bofttoms Historic
District. It is an example of aone af the
most explicitly German-Russian house types
found in the district, particularly in its
four room, central chimney plan which
included the kitchen in the main body
af the house.

HISTORICAL INFDRMATION

1. Original and Subseguent Qwners: Lots South eighteen and

three—fourths feet of 10, North thirteen feet of 11, Eaton’s
Subdivisian, City of Lincoln

1888 Plat No. 434 June 8, 1888, Book 2 page 204&, Laots 1-12

Anmnie J. Eaton & O.W. Eaton
ta

the public

1207 Quitclaim Deed March 23, 1907, Book 139 page 411,
Lots {(p)lo-1i2
Nellie B. Eaton et al (Edna G.?
to
John Worster
$1,Q00

1907 Deed March 23, 1907, Book 135 page 400,
Lots (p)10-12
R. G. Gable
to
Edna G. Eaton
$730

12Q7 Deed March 23, 1907, Bogk 117 page 317,
: lots (prio-12 :
Edna G. Eatan et al {(Nellie Eaton & Webster Eaton)
to
Jaohn Worster
$1
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1907 Mortgage March 23, 1907, Baok 143 page 1Bi,
Lots (p)10-12
John Worster et al (Joharmnes & Anma Maria)
to
Fred W. Mumme
£300

1508 Release Book 157 page 33, Lots (pr10o-i2
Recorded February 25, 1708
Fred W. Mumme
to
Johannes Worster et al

1908 Mechamics Lien March 21, 1908, Book L page 591,
Lots (prio-—-12 :
Ricghard S, Young, Builder Supply Co.
to
Henry Worster
$85.61
Account of work, labor, skill and materials dane,
perfoermed, and furnished by R. S. Young, Builder
Supply Co. under oral contract for erection of certain
dwelling house and appurtenances as the origiral
contractor in about said building.
{Brick, sand, stone, ash grove lime)

1208 Mortgage November 23, 1908, Book 1&4 page 406,
Lots (p)lo-12
John Worster et al (Amna)
to
Pauline Mevyer
€500

1909 Mechanical Lien March 246, 190%s; Book M page 21B,
Lots (pilOo-12
Dierks Lumber & Coal Co.
to
John Worster
$35.39 (for sidewalk)

1910 Release Mechanical Lien Bosk M page 4BO, Lots (p)10-12
Recorded February 18, 1910
Dierks Lumber & Coal Co.
to
John Worster

1912 Mortgage April B, 1912, Book 1B7 page 3&&;
Lots (p)10O-12
John Worster & Wife (Anna)

to
~Meollie Mohr
$300

1917 Release Book 217 page 1S5S0, Lots (p)10-12
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Recorded April 9, 1917
Mollie Fricke

to

John Warster et al

1917 Mortgage April 9, 1917, Book 219 page 370,
Lats (p)10-—-12
John Worster et al
to
Henry J. Amen
%400

1917 Warranty Deed May 4, 1917 Book 199 page 11,
Lots (p?l10- (pit1
John Worster et al {(Anna)
ta
Henry Gert
1500

1929 Mar tgage July &, 1929, Book 320 page 3518,
Lots (p110— (pi1ll
Henry Gert & Wife (Mary)
to
Henry J. Amen
$1,000

1933 Mortgage January 11, 1933, Book 333 page 308,
Lots (p)tO- (p)il '
Henry Gert & Wife (Mary)
to
Henry J. Amen
$1243.

1937 Assistance Lien September 1, 1937, Book 4046 page 2197,
Lots (p)lo-12
Department of Assistance
to
Mrs. Anna Worster

1939 Assistance Lien October 31, 1939, Book 40& page 239,
Lots (pr10-12
Department of Assistance
to
Anna Worster

1939 Assistance Lien July B, 1939, Book 404 page 240,
l.ots (p)10-12
Department of Assistance
to
John Worster
Jld Age Assistance

1941 FPartial Release Book &4l& page 14, Lots (pil10— (p)ll
Recarded March 4, 1941
Lancaster County
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to
Anna Worster

1941 Quitclaim Deed October 11, 1941, Boaok 328 page 376,
Lots (p)10— {(g)it
Henry Gerdt
to
Henry J. Amen
$1 plus other valuable consideration

1961 Warranty Deed June 27, 19&!, Book &30 page S17,
Lots {p)10- (pil1l
Henry J. Amen & Wife (Barbara)

to
Menry Lehl Jr. & Wife (Louise)
1,300
1978 Warranty Deed June 2, 1978, Book 78 page 13937,

Lots (p)10- (p2ti1l

Henry Lehl Jr.

to

Eldon Eugene Lehl, Howard W. Lehl & Sharon Joy
(Lehl)}) Harris

%1 plus other valuable consideration

1983 Warranty Deed January 7, 1983, Book 835 page 343,
Lots (p)1lO— (p3ll
Howard W. Lenhl et al (Elton Eugene Lehl & Sharaon
Joy (Lehl) Harris
to
Henry Lehl Jr.
$1 plus other valuable conmsideratian

1984 Warranty Deed March 23, 1984, Book 86 page 23182,
Lots (p)10- (pril
Henry Lehl
to
City of Lincoln
24,00

2. Date of Erectiaon: c.1%90B
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3. Alterations and Additions: Major exterior modifications
include the addition of a wing with basement to the rear
of the main core of the house <.1947-48. The wing cantains two
amall chambers (one currently a bathroom), a mud-room and

basement stairway.

The exterior walls were originally finished with narrow clapboard
siding enframed by corner pilaster boards,:; Cornice and water
table. Later the exterior wall surfaces and trim details were
sheathed with asphalt composition siding. Recently the

exterior walls have been covered with metal siding and the

front porch has been extensively remodeled.
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Interior wall finishes arnd trim have been altered.

“. Histerical Events and Fergons Associated with the Structure:
John Worster purchased the property in 1907 and erected the haouse
in its present location the following year. Bath Mr. and Mrs.
Warster had immigrated from Balzer, Russia in 1904. He was a
carpenter and possibly built the hguse himself. They resided

in the house fraom 1908 to 1917,

Henry Gert lived in the haouse from 1917 until 1941, Thereafter
Hernry L. Lehl Jr. and his family rented the property armd later
bought it inm (961, living there until 1984. Mr. Lenhl was a
laborer for the Chicageo, Burlington and Quincy Railread. In 1951
he opened a bait shop in the back vard and later erected

several small cutbuildings.

ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

1. Arghitectural Interest and Merit: The Worster-Gert

house belaongs to a family of German—-Russian house types which
displays the most explicit of Old World architectural
characteristics including a rectangular plan shape with its
narrow dimensiocn facing the street and the incarparation of
the kitchen i1nta the main body of the house. This family of
types includes the largest number (39%) of houses in the

South Bottoms Historic District.

2. Conditionm of the Fabric: Fair (to be demaolished!}.
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3. Summary Description: The Worster-Gert house is a ane-
stery Tectangular mass with attic measuring approximately seven
meters by eight meters caovered with a frant facing gable roof.
Extending fraom the rear (west) of the core is a wing covered with

a hipped rocof., The entire house Tests on a raised foundation,

4, Descripticn gof Exterior: The main body of the house is
oriented longitudinally, the shorter dimensian forming the frent
{east) facade. This facade is a nearly gymmetrical three bay
composition with central door. The gable is pierced by a large
attic window and finished with a return cornice. The main facade

is enlivened by a hip=-roafed froent parch.

Exterior walls are sheathed with metal siding. Windeow and doer
‘epenings are enframed with plain wood trim. Windows are
double—hung single pane wood sash except for the attic window
which is four-over-four.

Structurally, the house i5 cof simple wood frame conmstruction.
Foundations are concrete masonry urits; rock—-faced around the
exposed perimeter of the core and smooth faced arcund the
rear wing.

3. Description af Interier: A room height basement exists

=== il

pereath both the core and rear wing. The main level of the cere
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1s basically a simple four room plan arranged in twa tiers. A
wide tier along the south accommodates the front parlaor and
kitchen. Twe bedrooms comprise the narrow tier alang the north.
The exteriar and interior walls aof the wing extending fram the
rear (west) align precisely with thaose of the core. A large mud-~
roam and stairway to the basement are logcated an the sguth, a
bedroom and bathrgom an the narth. Regular docor openings
provide access between all rooms.

Qriginal interior finishes consist of lath and plaster walls
which have been covered with plywood panelling. Woodwark 1is
plain and of caontemparary configuration (nons of the ariginal
waddwork remains}.

6. QOrientation. Setting and Qutbuildings: The house is located
in the northwest portion aof the South Bottaoms Historic District
and faces east on South lst Street. The property is bounded by
the Henry Scharton house {(documentation included) om the north, a
vacant lot on the west and the Eaton-Worster house

(documentation included) on the south.

Two outbuildings, a frame shed and frame coop, are located at the
rear of the pgroperty.
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